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d. Geopolitical analysis

1. Soci al / cul tural / denogr aphi ¢ el enents

Jordan is classified as a high-level country on the Human

Devel opnment | ndex, ranking 102nd out of 191 countries, and as an
upper - m ddl e-i ncome country by the World Bank. Nevert hel ess,

signi ficant soci o-econom c discrepancies and inequalities persist in
terms of access to rights and services.

Jordan has wel conmed refugees from Syria, Iraq, Sonalia, Sudan,

Yeren, and Pal estine. According to the UNHCR as of July 2023,

Jordan hosts 656, 760 regi stered Syrian refugees. Wen accounting for
both registered and unregi stered Syrians, the total estimte reaches
around 1, 000,000, with refugees al one constituting approximtely 10%
of Jordan’s population. This influx in population has placed
significant pressure on |local infrastructure, particularly resources
li ke water, and essential services.

Many refugees, as well as Jordanians in vul nerable situations, live
i n substandard shelters and face challenges related to food
security, hygiene, health, education, protection, and |ivelihood
needs. Jordani ans and refugees with disabilities encounter
significant barriers to generating sufficient incone for their

i velihoods and accessi ng education, health, and other essenti al
servi ces.

Despite the vast refugee community in Jordan, Jordan is not a party
to the 1951 Geneva Convention on the rights of refugees. The vast
majority of Syrian refugees in Jordan live in urban centers in host
comunities mainly in the North of the country in Aman (29, 5%,
Mafrag (24,8%, Irbid (20,6% and Zarga (14,6% governorates.

Jordan has been on the receiving end of vast bilateral assistance
fromthe Gul f Monarchi es, European Union and the United States anobng
others, to withstand growi ng nei ghbouring instabilities in the
region and provi de assistance to Syrian refugees as well as to its
al ready vul nerable - especially rural - Jordani an popul ation

2. Political context

Jordan is a constitutional nonarchy with a parlianentary system of
governnment. King Abdullah Il is Jordan's nonarch since 1999 and

enj oys broad public support. In early 2021, the country faced a
political crisis, with Prince Hanzah accused of attenpting to
destabilize the country. Although follow ng these accusations, the
prince pledged all egiance to his half-brother, the reigning King
Abdullah II, the event tarnished the country’s reputation, which had
previ ously been considered stable. This occurred agai nst a backdrop
of accusations of corruption and the vulnerability of the popul ation
to poverty.

The political systemhas run into another difficulty: at the |ast
el ections in Novenber 2020, the turnout did not exceed 30% and
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Parlianment remai ns dom nated by deputies fromoutside politica
parties and loyalists to the King. Encouraged to carry out refornmns,

wi th Jordani ans aski ng for greater transparency, accountability, and economic

development, Ki ng Abdul | ah Il appointed forner Prine Mnister Samr
Rafai to head the Royal Conmttee tasked with drafting nodern | aws
on organi zing elections and political parties.

Jordan's pro-Western, pro-Q@ilf States stance will remain the
cornerstone of its foreign policy for security and, increasingly,
econoni ¢ reasons. Jordan's central strategic position in the region
shoul d ensure continued |ogistical, financial and mlitary support
fromthe United States, its main ally.

The current security context remains globally quiet, with relatively
low risk of arned clashes or terrorist attacks.

3. Econom c el enents

Cl assified as an energi ng market economny, Jordan’s econonic
resources base centers on phosphates, potash, fertilizer
derivatives, tourism overseas remttances, and foreign aid.

The unenpl oynment rate is still above pre-pandemc levels (22.8%in
2022; 31.4% for wonen and 46.5 anong young people)), and the | abor
force participation remains low (33.5% in 2022, particularly for
wonen (14.2%, one of the lowest rates in the world. The refugee
comunities face extra chall enges due to restrictive laws to get
working pernits (possible for specific sectors only such as
agriculture, construction, and donestic work).

The Wkrai nian war have shot up the prices of fuels and foodstuffs,
creating significant inflation during 2022 (4.2%, and pl ungi ng
t housands of additional fanmlies into poverty.

The tourismindustry has fluctuated up and down in the past ten
years, with a conplete drop in 2020 due to Covid-19, a nuch-reduced
tourist season in 2021, and then again a positive tourist season in
2022.

Poor Jordani ans have officially access to a basic package of public
heal th services, but specialized services are scarce or non-existent
inrural areas and the | ess-popul ated areas of the south and east of
the country. Access to healthcare for refugees is still a
significant concern in Jordan where the average Syrian refugee
famly cannot afford the costs of healthcare, despite the
reinposition of subsidies for Syrian refugees follow ng pressure and
financial support fromcertain foreign governnents (through the
Mul ti Donor Account).

Jordanian children with disabilities are facing many barriers in
accessing education, such as | ack of accessible structures and

adapt ed educational materials, |ow teacher skills in inclusive
education, resistance of some school principals, transportation

chal  enges, stigma and bullying. Access to education for refugees is
officially open to all children and free but in reality there are
still many barriers that keep refugee famlies fromsending their
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children to school. Bl ack refugees from Africa and non- Arab refugees
al so face the additional barriers of raci smand | anguage.

Jordani ans and refugees with disabilities are facing significant
barriers in generating enough inconme for their livelihoods. Fornal
enpl oynent in the private sector is hard to access due to | ack of
awar eness and resi stance of enployers, |ack of accessible

wor kpl aces, transportation chall enges and stigma. Home- based

busi nesses are hard to sustain in the chall engi ng economnic

envi ronnent of Jordan, with high | evel s of unenpl oynent.

Some econom c sectors are open to refugees, including Syrians, and

t he Jordani an governnment did issue a significant nunber of work
permts as part of the Jordan Conpact (2016/2020) which saw Jordan
benefit fromincreased access to European markets in return for the
i ssuance of work permts for refugees. However, the governnent did
not issue enough work pernits as conpared to the nunber of job-
seeking Syrian refugees, the work pernit process is still highly
chal l enging, and in many instances not attractive neither to refugee
wor kers or Jordani an enployers. Finally, initial discussions on a 2nd
Jordan Conpact for the coming years have not yet reached a concrete
concl usi on.

Summary of HI presence in the
country

H has been present in Jordan since 2002. H response to the Syrian
crisis started in Jordan during the sumer of 2012 and from 2012 to
2014 the focus was on the provision of direct rehabilitation
services to vul nerable populations with a strong focus on Syrian

r ef ugees.

In 2017, H changed its approach from providing direct
rehabilitation services to building the capacities of |local actors
and system strengthening of the Mnistry of Health.

Today, H is inplenmenting a diverse portfolio of health,

i velihoods, inclusive educati on and de-institutionalisation
programres. H works with authorities, service providers,
comunities, enployers and persons with disabilities to inprove
access to qualitative rehabilitation services in Jordan and to
i nprove the econonic and societal inclusion of persons with

di sabilities in Jordan

The mai n successes are anong:

e The devel opnent alongside WHO and the Jordanian Mnistry of
Heal th of the national Rehabilitation Strategy 2020-2024 which
has been | aunched in 2021

e H and UNHCR established the Disability Task Force in 2015 to
support hunmanitarian and developnent actors to ensure the
i nclusion of affected populations in their prograns.

e The launch of HI’s first inclusive education project in Jordan,
supporting children with disabilities from4 to 6 years to access
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Ki ndergarten and the first year of primary school. This pilot
project is running from Septenber 2021 until Sept 2025.

The launch of HI’s first project on the socio-econom ¢ incl usion
of Pal estini an Refugees in Jordan.
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Overvi ew on ongoi ng projects

Sectors where H conducts projects and focus on beneficiaries and operati onal
part ner shi ps

Dat es of
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end of the
proj ect and
donor s
funding it

Proj ect nane
and Main

hj ecti ve of Fi na
project in the Main activities benefi c Part ners Locati on

sector(s) of N
sect or iaries

i nt erventi on

Contribute to the Enhance the capacity of Community- 10, 50 M ni stry of Amran, BPRM
Rehabilitati devel opnment of nore Based Rehabilitation (CBR 8 Heal t h, Zar ga, Sept enber 2023
on and early inclusive comunities volunteers to reinforce the I'rbid, - August 2025
chi | dhood by providing crisis- participation and inclusion of Mnistry of Maf r aq,
devel opnent af fected Syrians and vul nerable girls, boys, wonen, and Soci al Madaba
. t he nost vul nerabl e men with disabilities in their Devel opnent,
SE EEs Jordani ans with communities to reach their ful
) access to high- potenti al ; M ni stry of
I ncl usi ve quality and inclusive Educat i on
Educati on services, educational @ Conprehensive, inclusive, and high-
opportunities, and quality rehabilitation and Early Communi ty
econoni ¢ prospects. Chil d Devel opnent (ECD) services to Devel opnent
vul nerable girls, boys, wonen and Centres

men with disabilities are inproved
and aligned with the nationa
rehabilitation and ECD strategies,
gui del i nes, and pat hways;

The functional abilities and
know edge of vul nerable girls,
boys, wonen, and nmen with and

wi thout disabilities and their
caregi vers are inproved through

i ncreased access and provi si on of
hone and center - based
rehabi | itati on/ ECD servi ces;



| mpr ove
access to
quality
conpr ehensi v
e
rehabilitati
on services

Early
Chi | dhood
Devel opnent
(ECD)

proj ect

Contribute to build
nore inclusive
comunities
allowing crisis-
af fect ed Syri ans
and nost
vul ner abl e

Jordani ans to
reach their
potenti al

| nprove access to

qual ity conprehensive

ECD services for
girls, boys, wonen,
and nen affected by
the Syrian crisis

HI

Benefi ci ari es of conprehensive
rehabilitation services define and
acconpl i sh personalized pathways to
i mprove their participation in the
soci o-economic life of their

communi ties, thanks to enhanced CBR
networ ks and enpowered | ocal CBR
commi ttees.

Qut - of - school children with
disabilities have inproved access
to early learning by strengthening
t he connection between El and

i ncl usi ve education prograns.

Consol i date and expanding the role 2700

of the established CBR network;

Consol i date and extend the
capaci ty-strengt heni ng conponent to
the Mnistry of Health hospitals;

Mai nt ai ni ng the provision of
rehabilitation services to

vul nerabl e Syrian refugees and
Jordani ans who struggle to afford
and access quality health care;
Support the integration of rehab
services in 7 MH PHCCs

Expandi ng the scope of the program
to testing abilities, following HI’
St andard Rehabilitation Pathway.
Enhance the capacity of Community-
Based Rehabilitation (CBR

1000

volunteers to identify, refer,
foll owup, and conduct hone-based
i ntervention prograns, supporting

vul ner abl e
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M ni stry of
Heal th

M ni stry of
Heal t h
M ni stry of
Soci al
Devel opnent

Whol e of
Jordan

Amran,
I rbid,
Zar qa,
Maf r aq

FCDO ('t hr ough

January 2022 -
Decenber 2024

FCDO ('t hrough
DRC)

January 2022 -
Decenber 2024



Econom ¢
| ncl usi on

Community menbers

i ncl udi ng persons
with disabilities and
wonen inprove their
soci al participation
t hr ough econonic

i nclusion activities.

HI

wonen, nen, girls, and boys wth
disabilities to inprove their
functionality

Enhance the capacity and quality of
primary and secondary heal thcare
providers to provide conprehensive,
inclusive, and qualitative Early
Detection Early Intervention

Young Community menbers are 72
enpowered to build their own vision

to influence their socioeconomc
situation.

88 participants build assets
towards the realization of the
i dentified project

An enabl ing and accessible
ecosystemis created

G Z partners are trained in
Di sability Inclusion
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Gz

Cct 2023 - Dec
2024 (14 nonths
to be extended)
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institutiona
lisation

pr oj ect

Support the

i mpl enentati on of the
Jordan De-
Institutionalisation
(DI') strategy by

i mproving the quality
and the effectiveness
of hone- based fanily
services, of
communi ty approaches
and of daily care
centres

- support wonen with disabilities
wi |l be supported to transition
fromthe institution towards famly
and communi ty-based care

- avoid institutionalisation for
persons with disabilities in
waiting lists

- prevent future
institutionalisation of children
with disability by providing early
chi | dhood devel opnment services

- ensure greater inclusion of
adults with disabilities in their
hormes and/ or conmunities in target
ar eas

HI

40

300
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M nistry of Wol e of EU
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from the British people


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
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